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August 19, 1898 896 

Under date of August 6, 1898, the United States sanitary inspector at 
El Paso, Tex.,Teports that yellow fever in epidemic form has broken 
out at Tampico, Mexico. 

Telegraphic information has been received at El Paso that a relation 
of a prominent citizen of the latter city died at Tampico of yellow 
fever, contrary to and notwithstanding the assertions of the officials that 
the fever existing there was only a malarial disease of a high degree. 

El Paso, Tex., AugvM 8, 1898. 

SiK : I have the honor to inform you that I have positive information 

that yellow fever in epidemic form has broken out at Tampico, Mexico, 

which point is only forty-eight hours distance by rail from El Paso, Tex. 

Every possible precaution will be taken to prevent a spread of the 

disease into the United States as far as this locality is concerned. 

Passengers from Tampico and surrounding country coming on the 
Mexican Central Eailroad at Juarez, Mexico, and attempting to pass 
into the United States, will be quarantined and their baggage disinfected. 
I have called the attention of the officials of the Mexican Central Bail- 
road, Express, and Pullman Car Company to the subject. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

E. Alexander, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8 

TURKEY. 

One case of bubonic plagiie on steamship Carthage arriving at Baez — 8ani- 
tary report of Constantinople. 

Constantinople, Jidy 28, 1898. 
Sir : The most interesting sanitary question of the moment is the 
existence of bubonic plague in India. The two following telegrams 
were sent on the 12th instant by the sanitary authorities at Suez to the 
sanitary board at Alexandria : 

Suez, 4 p. m. — The English steamship Carthage has arrived from Bombay and 
Aden, bound to London, via Marseilles. Crew, 225 ; passengers, 107, among whom 1 
for Egypt. According to the declaration of the physician, health is excellent. On the 
6*h instant 1 bnbonic plague case occurred, a fireman, who immediately was isolated 
in a boat. On arrival at Aden the 8th instant the patient was removed to the hospital 
with 2 of his companions who had had to attend him. The steamship was sent to the 
springs (of Moses) where she will undergo disinfection. 

SuBZ, 8 p. m. — Disinfection of Carthage terminated this evening at 7 o'clock. The 
medical inspection was favorable. Five Indian firemen who were in contact with the 
patient were landed and isolated at the springs. Ship immediately passes in transit in 
quarantine. 

The British sanitary representative reports that according to official 
statements, 143 deaths from bubonic plague were registered in Calcutta 
during the three months ended July 15, 1898. During the week ended 
the 18th instant 59 deaths from bubonic plague were reported in 
Bombay. 

The sanitary reports from the provinces are satisfactory. There are 
no sanitary reports from the Yemen. 

In Constantinople there are always deaths from the zymotic diseases, 
but according to the death rate typhoid fever is prevailing. There 
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were 399 deaths during the period July 11-24, of which 5 were from 
measles, 1 from diphtheria, 4 from smallpox, and 14 from typhoid fever. 

Spieidion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 
The Supervising Suegeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

VENEZUELA. 

Seport on'the prevalence of smallpox in Venezuela. 

Caracas, Venezuela, July 25, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I was to-day informed by an 
agent of the health department that there are at present more than 150 
cases of smallpox in the city of Caracas. 

Vaccination has been very general, and is compulsory. Stringent 
measures are being taken to prevent the spread of the disease, and 
great efforts are being made to keep the ports of La Guayra and Puerto 
Cabello free from it. 

So far as I can learn there is no smallpox now in either place. 
Valencia, the second city of Venezula, is said to have had 1,000 cases 
of smallpox within the last three months and a very large number are 
reported at La Victoria. 

The disease has been cariied about the country by the troops going 
and returning from the battlefields of the revolution. The number of 
cases reported from Valencia is probably exaggerated. It is a matter 
of difficulty to get precise information, as all details are carefully con- 
cealed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Feancis B. Loomis, 
United States Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 

Hon. Seoeetary of State. 

Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, July 26, 1898. 

Sir: The sanitary condition of Puerto Cabello is excellent, and 
there is no smallpox or other contagious disease in the city or its imme- 
diate vicinity. 

The authorities here declared this port open July 1, 1898, and there 
has been no reason for closing it since. 

Ships clearing for ports in the United States have not touched at this 
port since it was opened until to- day. 

Should any contagious or infectious disease break out here I will 
immediately advise you. 

Valencia, Venezuela, a city about 30 miles south of this port, has 
been quarantined against by the authorities of this city, as it is 
reported that about 1,000 cases of smallpox are within its limits. 

As I understand it, quarantine will not be lifted for eighteen days ; 
and should smallpox still exist in Valencia at the end of that period, 
the quarantine will be prolonged until the disease ceases. 

Your obedient servant, Luther T. Ellsworth, 

United Slates Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



